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A R T S C E N E

Preview Day
November 9

K through12

Upper Campus Open House 
(grades 7–12)

Saturday, November 9, 2013

10:00 a.m.– Noon

26800 Fremont Road, 

Los Altos Hills, CA 94022

650-209-3010

              Register online at: 
www.pinewood.edu

Pinewood is an independent, coeducational, non-profit, K–12 

college-prep school. Students benefit from small class size, 

challenging academic curricula, and a wide choice of 

enrichment activities.  

We offer an environment where each student is a respected 

and vital member of our educational community. 

We invite you to explore the opportunity for your student to become 

a part of the Pinewood tradition of academic excellence.   

For more information, please visit our website.  

Gibbs says. “It begins with an 
Earth (that is) perfect, lush and 
abundant. And of Persephone 
having this idealized vision of 
where she lives.
 “There were no seasons before 
the story (begins), and we talk-
ed a lot about the struggle all 
people have to go through when 
they leave home, and leave 
their parents. In that discov-
ery, there’s fear, abandonment, 
but ultimately you can choose 
either to make yourself a stron-
ger person, or to not grow.”
 When Persephone is first 
abducted, she initially fights 
her captor, who as time goes 
on seems more and more like a 
goofy suitor, misunderstood by 
those in the world of the living. 
As Persephone’s journey away 
from home and into a much 
more complex world progress-
es, “she becomes stronger, and 

he becomes more compassion-
ate,” Ms. Gibbs says. 
 To emphasize the timeless-
ness and universality of the 
story, Ms. Gibbs says, the pro-
duction features costumes that 
suggest “any time, any place.” 
The work is played out on both 
an elevated stage and a three-
quarter thrust stage, which is 
where most of the underworld 
action takes place.
 As one might expect on a trip 
to Hades, the cast includes the 
three-headed dog Cerberus, 
and a boat that navigates the 
River Styx.

Two decades of theater
 “Persephone” caps two 
decades of Portola Valley 
Theatre Conservatory’s per-
formances and theater arts 
education. With strong theater 
backgrounds, Ms. Goodman-
Morris and her husband, Mark, 
hoped that by creating PVTC 
they could “open the doors 

wide to the community” while 
also creating a place “where 
children could learn to become 
artists, develop skills and grow 
in self-esteem, and learn to 
become team, ensemble play-
ers.”
 And what of her own passion 
for theater? “I can’t imagine 
doing anything else with my 
life,” she says. “I have loved 
stories — hearing them, telling 
them, and being part of them, 
my whole life.
 “I believe stories can bring 
us hope, stories can show us 
the way, and stories can trans-
form.”

Information
“Persephone” will be staged Thursday 
through Sunday, Nov. 7-23, in the 
Lane Family Theatre, 945 Portola 
Road in Portola Valley. Tickets start at 
$10. An optional dinner-theater event 
in conjunction with the Parkside Grille 
is set for Saturday, Nov. 9. Go to 
pvtc-ca.org for tickets and more infor-
mation, or call 851-8282, ext. 105.
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Top: Hades (Andrew P. Quick) 
in his den with the three-headed 
Cerberus guarding the gates. 
Left: Writer Noelle G.M. Gibbs 
and Kevin Gibbs, creators of 
“Persephone,” work out details 
at a recent rehearsal. 

Cover photo: Mike Chiaravalle 
shoots a video of an early 
rehearsal of “Persephone,” 
turning the camera on various 
members of the cast and 
director Noelle G.M. Gibbs.
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